


Learning Context: 

Lesson Topic:

Learning Goal:



This film has been modified from its original version: it has been 
formatted to fit your television screen

The items I enjoyed the most at the restaurant were: 
grilled salmon, jasmine rice, asparagus, and bourbon pie

Alfredo sauce consists of: butter parmesan cheeseAlfredo sauce consists of: butter, parmesan cheese,
heavy cream, and black pepper

The restaurant offers three low-fat side dishes: steamed 
broccoli, roasted zucchini, and long-grain rice

Eats, Shoots & Leaves

I pulled out all the stops with Kerry-Anne: I used a 
semicolon.



Mini-Lesson Preparation Worksheet 

LEARNING CONTEXT

PRE-INSTRUCTION PLANNING

What is the learning goal?  By the end of this lesson, my students will be able to . . .  

TA Handbook



LESSON STRUCTURE

Post-Instruction Feedback

Student/Peer Feedback Form



Mini-Lesson Preparation Checklist 

This worksheet can be used as a guide for preparing to present in a lecture format, though most of the 
skills and behaviors apply across instructional modes.    
Statement of Learning Goal: By the end of this lesson, my students will be able to . . .

Opening of Lesson Preparation

Provides lesson context & 
relevance
Asserts learning goal 

Body of Lesson Preparation
Defines any terms needed to 
understand concepts 
Uses effective examples, 
illustrations, anecdotes, etc. 
Clearly distinguishes main 
points from supportive details 
Organizes/sequences 
information for optimal learning 
Offers clear transitions between 
major points 
Stays on topic & achieves 
stated learning goal 
Closing of Lesson Preparation
Reasserts learning goal 
Offers final thoughts (on implica-
tions, previous lesson, future lesson)

Teacher Presence Preparation
Checks & responds to student 
understanding/needs 
Attempts to engage group & 
individuals as appropriate  
Responds well to students’ 
comments/questions 
Demonstrates confidence, 
rapport with students 
Verbal & Spatial Behavior Preparation
Pacing and articulation  
Voice level 
Gestures & movement 
Eye contact & facial expression 
Use of board, other visual aids  
Strategic pauses & silences 
Other:  



Instructional Skills Rubric

 Excellent Good Needs Some 
Attention Needs Improvement

Organization 
and Clarity

Effective sequencing of 
ideas
Successful use of 
transitional devices
Previews and 
summarizes information 
Focused on topic; 
concise yet substantial 
Effective use of 
supporting detail to 
develop topic

Apparent sequencing of 
ideas; at times may be 
somewhat loose
Transitional devices are 
used, but not always 
effectively 
Attempts to preview and 
summarize information
Mainly focuses on topic 
with occasional  strays, 
at times may lack 
substance or 
conciseness
Includes supporting 
details, but  not always 
effectively

Sequencing of ideas are 
not apparent
Few transitional devices;
Little or no attempt to 
give a preview or 
summary of information 
Often strays from topic 
Information is conveyed 
but with inappropriate 
timing (e.g., too brief, 
too long)
Insufficient use of detail

Ideas are confused and 
disconnected
No transitional devices
No preview or summary 
presented. 
Not focused on the 
topic; little information 
is conveyed; no 
supporting detail

Relevance of 
Content

Information illustrated 
through practical 
examples 
Clear explanation of why 
and how information is 
useful
Provides relevant 
examples to students to 
help comprehension
Uses visual to 
effectively supplement 
points  

Some use of practical 
examples, though 
insufficient
Some attempts to 
explain why and how 
content is useful, but 
not sufficient or clear
Generally effective use 
of visuals, but may 
occasionally have 
problems (blocking 
view, misspellings, etc.).  

Minimal use of examples 
and/or explanation of 
why and how content is 
useful
Minimal use of visuals, 
or visuals are poorly 
organized/chosen.

No use of examples
No explanation of why 
and how content is 
useful.
Visuals not used, but 
needed.

Teacher 
Presence

Demonstrates 
confidence, poise, 
rapport with audience
Responds quickly and 
directly to questions  
Answers are concise but 
substantial 
Checks for 
comprehension

Some difficulty 
establishing rapport 
with audience, but 
generally confident 
Responds to questions, 
but response may take 
time, may stray from 
topic, or may include too 
much or too little 
information
Sometimes checks for 
comprehension, but not 
consistently 

May occasionally appear 
nervous, hesitant, 
condescending, or 
indifferent to audience 
needs
Takes too long to 
respond to question, 
does not provide 
adequate answers  
Does not check for 
comprehension

Appears to be nervous, 
unapproachable, or 
unconcerned about 
audience needs
Unable to understand 
basic questions, even 
with repetition and 
modification.

Interpersonal 
Skills

Appropriate use of 
nonverbal 
communication skills 
(posture, gestures, 
facial expressions, use 
of space, back 
channeling)

Generally appropriate 
use of nonverbal 
communication
Minor problems may be 
noticeable, but do not 
detract from verbal 
communication

Inappropriate nonverbal 
communication detracts 
from verbal message 
(too stiff, too relaxed, 
awkward or non-existent 
movement)

Repeated or constant 
use of inappropriate 
nonverbals (no eye 
contact, too close/far 
from audience, etc.)  

Adapted from Smith, J., Meyers, C.M., & Burkhalter, A.J. (1992). Communicate:  Strategies for International Teaching Assistants. Englewood
Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice Hall., and TOEFL iBT Speaking Rubrics



Discussion Session: Lesson Worksheet

One of your options for the micro-teach is to design and execute a discussion. Discussion 
classes may appear deceptively spontaneous, but like a good lecture, discussions should 
reflect your intentional, thoughtful planning and design. Good discussions, regardless of 
form, should be active and encourage student engagement with the course material.  

Learning Context 

Discussion topic 

Learning goal:
By the end of this lesson, my 

students will be able to

Pedagogical Purpose 

Discussion Format/Method

Tools

Discussion Structure & Strategy

Diagram or mindmap the anticipated flow/structure of your 
discussion. 

Concluding your discussion: 



Discussion Session: Lesson Worksheet Guide

One of your options for the micro-teach is to design and execute a discussion. Discussion 
classes may appear deceptively spontaneous, but like a good lecture, discussions should 
reflect your intentional, thoughtful planning and design. Good discussions, regardless of 
form, should be active and encourage student engagement with the course material.  

Learning Context 

Discussion topic 

Learning goal:
By the end of this lesson, my 

students will be able to

Pedagogical Purpose 

Discussion purpose should 
closely align with your learning goal(s).

Discussion Format/Method

Though discussions may take many forms, discussion 
format/method should closely align with your learning goal(s) and pedagogical purpose.

Tools

Discussion Structure & Strategy

Diagram or mindmap the anticipated flow/structure of your 
discussion.

Concluding your discussion: 



Laboratory Session: Lesson Worksheet

Theory 

Experiment

Learning goal:
By the end of this experiment, my students 

will be able to 

Lesson Structure

Communication Strategies 
Display key terms of concise statement
Reexpression point reworded using alternative terminology
Elaboration examples, illustrations, explanations, reasons, analogies, details  

   (for advanced students) or relationship to other (commonly  
   known) ideas

Check for understanding determine how you’ll know if students understand the  
   key point

Recapitulation-- summary of elaboration
Restatement-- restate concise statement and announce movement to next key  

   point  
Conclusion



Laboratory Session: Lesson Worksheet Guide
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Interactive Lecture: Lesson Worksheet

Learning Context:

Pre-Instructional Planning:

Engagement Triggers and Tasks:

Interactive Technique:



 

Structuring and Managing the Interaction:

Collecting and Responding to Student Feedback:

Excellent web site on interactive lectures: 

 




